
Sustainable Development Goals: what difference will they make to international development?

Start date 18 March 2016 End date 20 March 2016

Venue Madingley Hall

Madingley

Cambridge

Tutor John Birchall Course code 1516NRX078

Tutor biography

John Birchall is a Development Economist with over 30 years' experience of practical development - 
mainly in Africa. His recent assignments have been in Sierra Leone and Zambia and included 
teaching and assisting young leaders to plan for the future – he is a Visiting Professor at Makeni 
University, Sierra Leone. 

His work mostly focuses on introducing development programmes that (a) are not based on ways 
that will lead the host country to repeat the mistakes of the 'developed world' and (b) fostering 
other ways of 'developing' the lives of the majority using ‘sustainable’ policies..

In recent years his work has taken him to Ghana, Sierra Leone, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

He is an Affiliate of The Centre for African Studies, University of Cambridge and assists MBA, MA and
other relevant postgraduate students to widen their appreciation of global issues and in particular 
those related to the developing world. He also teaches on the MA International Relations 
programme at Anglia Ruskin University.
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He has lectured at LSE, SOAS, and several other universities on issues concerning development, 
conflict, resolution and cultural awareness. He regularly addresses school groups on his work and 
enjoys teaching the practicality of sustainable ways of development

He supervises postgraduate students working on African issues, especially those relating to 
Southern and Western Africa. He is a Visiting Professor in Zambia and has worked in a number of 
universities in Zimbabwe. He delivered the 60th Anniversary Lecture of The British Council in Sierra 
Leone and he has addressed the Parliament - to-date the only non-politician to have done so.

He writes Expert Witness Statements for people facing deportation for matters relating to asylum 
claims - this normally concerns Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Zimbabwe and he is Editor of The 
Journal of Sierra Leone Studies.
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Course syllabus

Aims:

The main aims of this intensive course is to introduce and hopefully develop an awareness of the 
core content of the new Sustainable Development Goals.

It is hope that participants will leave aware of:

How the old MDG’s have influenced the new SDG’s?
What new challenges will the SDG’s contain?
How might the various stakeholders react to these new challenges?

Content:

The main topics to be covered in this short course will be: the history of ‘development’ post 1945 
and how the decline in colonialism affected the ways in which the ‘developed’ world worked with 
the developing nations.

The introduction of the old MDG’s and how these have influenced to content and objectives of the 
new SDG’s

An exploration of what objectives are being pursued, the policies being applied and how each part 
of this complex process is adjusting to the challenges posed by the inequalities illustrated by the 
daily lives of so many.

Put simply, how might the world look in 2030 and why?

Presentation of the course:

The course will use a range of teaching methods. These will include:

Discussions on the main aims of development spending – their focus, financing and delivery
Exercises designed to allow participants to explore the complexity of development planning
and delivery and to evaluate the real outcome of development spending
Case Studies that allow participants to see beyond the surface issues and discuss what other
aspects of life in the developing world affect decisions and why.
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Presentations, videos and other forms of social media and their uses in developing a greater
and  wider  understanding  of  the  challenges  which  lie  ahead  and  how  these  might  be
addressed

Outcomes:

As a result of the course, within the constraints of the time available, students should be able to:

All will be encouraged to consider and analyse the underlying issues and evaluate the potential 
outcome of different approached and strategies. This will assist them in understanding the 
complexity of development planning and the differences in opinions of those working in ‘the field’.

We will also focus on how the knowledge and understanding offered during our time together can 
be transferred into positive action, so encouraging problem-solving, assessment based learning and 
self-evaluation.

Participants will be encouraged to discuss and debate different approaches to development and to 
support their opinions, using methods of study and modern techniques of information gathering.

It is hoped that participants will, through their increased awareness of relevant issues, theories etc. 
be able continue their interest in development and its related topics with greater self-confidence 
and a feeling that they too have much to offer to those most in need of being engaged and 
empowered in the process of bringing meaningful benefits to the lives of those living in the 
‘developing world’.
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