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The basics

Humans need to use their environments to supply their needs but irreversible damage can occur if they are 

not managed sustainably. Various strategies can help to keep the use of environments sustainable to protect 

them for future generations.

Sustainable management of the forest

Brazil needs to exploit the Amazon's resources to develop, so leaving it untouched is not an option.

Uncontrolled and unchecked exploitation can cause irreversible damage such as loss of biodiversity, soil 

erosion, flooding and climate change. So sustainable use of the forest is essential. Sustainable development will

meet the needs of Brazil's population without compromising the needs of future generations.

Possible strategies include:

 Agro-forestry - growing trees and crops at the same time. This lets farmers take advantage of shelter 

from the canopy of trees. It prevents soil erosion, and the crops benefit from the nutrients from the dead 

organic matter.

 Selective logging - trees are only felled when they reach a particular height. This allows young trees a 

guaranteed life span the forest will regain full maturity after around 30 - 50 years.

 Education - ensuring those involved in exploitation and management of the forest understand the 

consequences behind their actions.

 Afforestation - the opposite of deforestation. If trees are cut down, they are replaced to maintain the 

canopy.

 Forest reserves - areas protected from exploitation.

 Monitoring - use of satellite technology and photography to check that any activities taking place are 

legal and follow guidelines for sustainability

 A simple video on the basics of sustainability

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p7Ukw0wn_ho

Other videos

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=39bPjnFBt-o

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5lOSIHWOp2I

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L_skrxnh7Ik

Sustainability and Business

https://www.ericsson.com/en/about-us/sustainability-and-corporate-responsibility

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p7Ukw0wn_ho
https://www.ericsson.com/en/about-us/sustainability-and-corporate-responsibility
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L_skrxnh7Ik
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5lOSIHWOp2I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=39bPjnFBt-o


Growing a sustainable community

The goal of community sustainability is to establish local economies that are economically viable, 

environmentally sound and socially responsible. Achieving this goal requires participation from all sectors of 

the community, both to determine community needs and to identify and implement innovative and 

appropriate solutions. This section presents information from a variety of sources on approaches and 

techniques used successfully in different communities to develop key aspects of their local economies on a 

sustainable basis. 

Agriculture and Food Systems 

Community efforts can preserve agricultural land, encourage sustainable agricultural practices, support local 

food producers, and facilitate the production and distribution of locally produced food through farmer's 

markets and cooperative food buying programs. This section presents examples of whole systems approaches 

to sustainable agriculture. 

Fisheries 

Aquatic wildlife play a major role in sustaining healthy marine and freshwater ecosystems. It is therefore 

important that communities associated with fisheries and aquatic ecosystems responsibly manage these 

resources. Community participation can provide support for sound management practices and remedial 

programs, as well as for persons and industries engaged in commercial and recreational fishing. 

Forestry and Wood Products 

Trees are important for both urban and rural ecosystems. Mature trees maintain desirable microclimates and 

shelter wildlife. Trees also have economic value as a raw material used in producing paper, buildings, furniture, 

and other wood products. Examples of communities balancing these environmental and economic 

considerations are in this section. 

Manufacturing and Industry 

Economically healthy businesses and industries with minimal environmental impact on communities should be 

encouraged. Communities should work to attract and support such industries and to reduce or eliminate 

negative impacts from existing industries. New approaches are explored in this section. 

Small Business 

Small businesses are sources of employment and providers and consumers of goods and services that sustain 

the local economy. Their operation should support the local ecology, minimize energy use and waste, and 

utilize recycled products and materials. Examples are in this section. 

http://www.sustainable.org/economy/small-business
http://www.sustainable.org/economy/manufacturing-a-industry
http://www.sustainable.org/economy/forestry-a-wood-products
http://www.sustainable.org/economy/fisheries
http://www.sustainable.org/economy/agriculture-a-food-systems


Technology 

Technological advances in business, health, education, and the environment provide new opportunities for 

communities. More information products are available, and some may have environmental implications. 

Communities must be current and guide their economies accordingly. This section provides examples. 

Economics and Finance 

Residents from all segments of the community can play a role in the future of their local economy. Working 

together, business and government leaders, local non-profit organizations, and citizen groups can analyze 

needs and resources and guide the economy. Local financial institutions can invest in sustainable community 

initiatives. Examples of innovative approaches are in this section. 

Urban/Rural Economic Ties 

It is in the interest of urban and rural residents to work together in mutually supportive ways. In this section 

are examples of cooperative efforts in land preservation, sustainable agriculture, growth management, 

appropriate development of rural resources, improved trading and tourism, and development of low-impact 

regional planning and transportation systems. 

John

http://www.sustainable.org/economy/urbanrural-economic-ties
http://www.sustainable.org/economy/economics-a-finance
http://www.sustainable.org/economy/technology
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